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Preface 
The purpose of this handbook is to provide an accurate record of the clinical procedures performed 
during the clinical education phase of the Radiation therapy Program. 
 
Documentation of the clinical experiences over three distinct phases (Observatory, Participatory, and 
Mastery), is the basis for the evaluation of success in the clinical education component.  The 
completeness and accuracy of this documentation is the responsibility of the student.  Proper 
documenting of clinical experiences will help to provide clarity on situations that could arise in the 
clinical environment.   
 
Guidelines for the performance and objectives for the clinical education component may be found in 
this document; The Clinical Handbook for Radiation Therapy.  
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The Clinical Experience 

 
The clinical experience or practicum is delivered to students in three phases; observatory, 
participatory and mastery. 
 
Observatory Phase I 

 
During the observatory phase students should engage in observations only.  Students should 
document the new patients seen during their time in the clinic.  ARRT competency completion is not 
allowed except for the general patient care procedures section of the 2022 Radiation Therapy 
Competency Requirements.  Under no circumstances should a student engage in competency 
evaluation of any other ARRT requirement during this time unless appropriate clinical theory has 
been delivered and proficiency achieved.  All students will adhere strictly to this policy as adequate 
theory has not been provided to support competency participation. 
Students are considered to be in Phase I from entrance into the upper division of the program until 
completion of the first semester. 
During Phase I students are expected to complete all six objective competency requirements as 
defined by the ARRT regarding general patient care procedures. 
 
Participatory Phase II 

 
During the participatory phase, which encompasses from the second semester of the upper division 
through and including the summer sessions of the upper division, students will engage in a more 
“hands on” approach at the discretion of their preceptor/clinical instructor.  Students should continue 
to document each new case seen as time permits for comparison on how treatments are conducted.  
Students should begin readying patient for treatment on the treatment/simulation couches but should 
never depress the “beam on” button.  Students will have completed at minimum: 
• 3 ARRT required patient competencies by the close of Clinic 2 
• 3 ARRT required patient competencies by the close of Clinic 3 
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• 3 ARRT required patient competencies by the close of Clinic 4 
 
 
Mastery Phase III 
 
During the Mastery phase (senior year of the upper division), students will begin to couple their 
didactic training and clinical training in order to master their ARRT Competencies.  Students should 
continue to document each new case seen under treatment as time permits.  Students will also 
engage in Treatment Planning/Physics rotations during this phase in an equitable rotation and will 
also have the opportunity to observe other treatment modalities in the clinical fleet (i.e., Cyberknife, 
Gamma Knife, Tomotherapy, Proton Therapy, etc.) 
Students should complete at minimum: 
• Half of the remaining ARRT required competencies 
• Remaining ARRT requirements Must be completed prior to Spring Break of Senior Year for 

May graduation 
 
 
Observation only rotations: 
 
• All advanced treatment modalities (Tomotherapy, Gamma Knife, Proton, etc.), as determined 

by the JRCERT 
• Other imaging modalities (X-ray, Nuclear Medicine, Mammogram, etc.) 

 
Personal Monitoring Devices (PMD or film badges) 
Students involved in clinical rotations at Howard University Hospital will be administered a PMD 
onsite by the staff at the clinical affiliate.  Students at other clinical affiliates will have their badges 
exchanged during Clinical Theory (most often by the Program’s Clinical Coordinator).  Students 
should refer to the policy on Personal Monitoring Devices in the Radiation Therapy Student 
Handbook, and take their badges home each day from their clinical site. 
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Included in this handbook 
• ARRT Primary Certification and Registration Didactic and Clinical Competency Requirements 

(This document well defines within scope of practice what is permissible for clinical 
competency 

• Daily Patient Logs 
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*ARRT document provided Courtesy of ARRT.org for illustrative purposes only.  Students should visit the University LMS for the latest version* 
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